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Tills is supposed to be the last of 
the series under the title of the Hun- it 
tersville road. It lias been said that pi 
I got stalled on that road and have V 
not been able to get off of it since, lb 
There are at least two reasons for'lr 
hash, The first is that it is a popu tl 
iar dish especially with the aged and n 
the other is that there is nothing p 
else in the house to set before the V 
family. A large turkey in a small o] 
family finally appears in hash, and if IS 
I have to eat turkey I prefer it in It 
hash, for many cookings disguise the cl 
reptilian nature of the dish. And if a 
it should hereafter appear that some o 
thing else is offered on this subject ri 
it will be because the goods expected cl 
did not come. b 

I have a little book that I hope to L 
publish sometime about birds. In ii 
it I have devoted the space to evi- ti 
dences of intelligence in birds, a w 
phase of the subject which has been it 
wonderfully neglected. I have a st 
indefinite feeling that birds are the tl 


1 have a little book that I hope U 
publish sometime about birds. In 
it I have devoted the space to evl 
deuces of Intelligence in birds, a 
phase of the subject which has been 
wonderfully neglected. I have a 
indefinite feeling that birds are the 
wisest of all animals and the most 
accomplished. They have even learn 
ed to speak human language and that 
is something that no other animal 
1 as ever done with the single excep¬ 
tion of the donkey that Balaam 
heard. The bird is the oldest land 
animal. At first four footed like the 
most of the reptiles they developed 
their front feet into wings and were 
soon able to escape their enemies in 
the air. Nothing else in the way of 
land animals has been able to do this 
They have many fine traits and they 
are much loved and cherished by 
men. I sometimes wonder if they 
are not too near humans to be eaten 
as food. 
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One of the most remarkable inci ma 
dents of intelligence and devotion to of 
their human cousins is tire tradition 


One of the moat remarkable in l 1 , 
dents of Intelligence and devotion to l > 
their human cousins Is the tradition i 
about the Cackley pigeons Some t 
thing over a hundred years ago a n 
citizen named William Cackley, a non •* 
of the pioneer Valentine Cackley, a 
lived on the farm now owned and c 
operated by Frel W Ruckman, at % 
Marvin Chapel, on the Seneca Trai i 
eight miles below Marlinton at th- t 
Stephen Sewell run. His wife was r 
Jennie Gay, a daughter of Robert 
Gay, who lived just above Marlinton t 
on the river, William Cackiey kepi 
a store at that place. He decided to t 
move to Huntersville. This must o 
have been just about the time that y 
Huntersville had begun to boom by r 
reason of being the county seat of the r 
new county of Pocahontas. He did $ 
not go into the town but settled on o 
Cummings Creek in sight of thuja 
courthouse. At Marvin Mrs. Cack-lh 
ley had a flock, of pigeons. When j 
they cime to move slie decided that | cl 
It was not worth while to move the i t>i 
r VITh*y were herd to y*toh f ** 
arid of no Intrinsic vifiue. AmP*thev lm 


thinking on their part. 

The distance from Marvin to Hun l 
tersvllle by way of Marllna Bottom Is I 
fourteen miles. Tlie family moved 
one day and the next morning at 
daybreak when the family woke and 
looked out, every pigeon was seen on ! 
an oak tree near the house. They 
had followed the family. 

This William Cackley was a v^y 
prominent man in the history of the 
county. He was a captain in the 
war of 1812. Served several terms 
in the legislature. He was sheriff of 
the county. But he later moved to 
Illinois and while he had a large 
number of children not many of his 
descendants live in this county. His 
daughter Leah married John Hog- 
sett and lived on Elk. 

I got a letter the other day from 
my friend, Charles B. Johnson, the 
distinguished lawyer of Harrison 
county. He had caught the name 
Cackley in some of these romances, 
and he identifies himself with them 
having been descended from a broth¬ 
er of Valentine Cackley. He has 
accumulated a great many details oi 
the family. He writes me that the 
Cackleys of a hundred and fifty to 
two hundred ye»rs **° 
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with the one that came to Winches 
te. \ irginia, there married Mary 
Frye and branched olT from the rest 
of the family and settled at Mill 
Point during the Revolution This 
was Valentine Cackley, He built 
the fiist mill at Mill Point. The 
place was first called Cackleytown 
but gradually took on the name of 
Mill Point It was at a place where 
the swift flowing waters of Stamping 
Creek could be used for power. Val 
entine Cackley was the rich man of 
the community. He had a flour mill, 
a tilt hammer, a saw mill, a tannery, 
a store, and great farms. His house 
was where Lanty McNeel lives and 
where the fort was. It was to this 
fort that the Bridger boys were 
brought when they had been fcliot to 
death by the Indians in Bridgers Gap 
three miles north of this P la00 * on 
I have been trying to get a 
Sir Eric Geddes and the Hunters v 
road as so many insist tnat l . ® Ues 
about here in the eighties or ninet 
I^cannot be absolutely sure b«* I 
think I remember him MW 
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road as so many insist that he wa* 1 -i »>*t 
about here in tiie eighties or nineties ne wi 
I cannot be absolutely sure, but 1 * 

think 1 remember 1dm being at my 1 "" " 
Uncle Andy McLaughlin’s on the 
Huntersville road somewhere about ' 

1890. 1 base this on the numerous! J T. 

reports that he showed up in this I * 


part of West Virginia, and on the 
strength ef my identification of a 
photograph of the days of his prime. 
If I recollect aright he was a huge ' 
young fellow lumbering along with a 
still hugher Englishman. 

Here are some of the details of his 
American experience printed after he 
became England’s right hand man in 
the great war. Geddes is Scotch and 
was born in India in 1872. In 1889 
he came to America and landed in 
New York. He traveled in the 
steerage. He left home against his 
father’s wishes and when he left his 
father gave him a check for fifteen 
pounds to be used when he got home 
sick for a passage home from New 
Yo k. His first job was in New 
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York t'Ity trying to mak* • !* »* m 
a sales nan. Illsntx Job was In t».« 
Iron works at IIotstHtead, at a d sr 
and a half a day. 

From there he came to West Vir 
glnla and got a Job as a section hand 
on the Baltimore and Ohio railway 
and the engineer In charge of his part 
of the railroad w»s L i Loree 
the great railway magnate of tt.«■ 
present time. 

From there Geddes seems to have 
landed somewhere over lu the centra 
part of the State posstoly on the 
West Virginia Pittsburgh which 
being built Into the Gauley country 
in 1890. The account says the sta 
bion was called Nicolette but I can 
not figure out whether thts was th< 
place that he worked tirst in \V«-t 
Virginia or where he got In eharg. 
of the station And 1 cannot locate 
Nlcolette In West Virginia. At l!.< 
last station he worked on he had a 
chance to study train dispatching 
and telegraphy under a young womai 
operator and when she man ed and 
resigned her job Geddus w *•» put ii 
charge of the station Till* Is where 
he lived In an abandoned Height car 
Later he left the railroad and worked 
In the woods. Probably on the wa 
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i popu tlon was called Nlcolette but I can i * 
jed and not figure out whether this was the co 
lothlng place that he worked first In West 
re the Virginia or where he got in charge 1 in 
a small of the station And 1 cannot locate j oe 
and if Nlcolette in West Virginia. At the or 
r it in last station he worked on he had a | 
ise the'chance to study train dispatching I i.' 
And if and telegraphy under a youDg woman co 
some operator and when she married and .r 
ubject resigned her job Geddes w is put Id 
pected charge of the station This is where pr 
be lived in an abandoned freight car. pe 
ope to Later he left the railroad and worked ce 
s. In in the woods. Probably on the wa- be 
o evi- ders of Gauley River. Later still he re 
ds, a was in Alabama. After four years di 
beeD in America, in 1893, he went to Au- 
ve a stralia. That was about the time Cs 
*e the that Chalmondelay and Bourden G* 
most went there from this part of West 
learn Virginia. Ci 

that He stopped there riding sheep H 
lima! range for a year, and then went to 
Keep* India. 

l&am It was in India that he got his e [1 
land chance He found that some lightly ie 
1 the constructed railway was to be built j-' 1 
oped in the woods You know about ho* \* 
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range for a year, and then went tr 

ituiia. 

It was in India that he got Ids 
chance He found that some llghtl} 
constructed railway was to be bulU 
in the woods You know about how 
it would appeal to the trained engi i I 
eers of England. They would bubo 
for all time with rod and rule and 
blue print. Geddes in America hac 
learned to build woods road without 
the aid of expert engineers and he 
laid it down In a hurry and from the 
beginning he rose rapidly, and at the 
outbreak of the war he was geuera, 
manager of the North Eastern, one | 
of the richest roads in England. 

The lumber road in these moun 
Cains is still fearfully and wonderfully 
made. The boss will walk aheac 
with a staff in his hand and indlcat* 
as he goes along without an instru 
ment where the road is to be anc 
where the bridges are to be made 
and the construction gang follows 
and evens up and builds long crib? 
for the bridges and the railroad fol 
lows. On this heavy engines and 
trains are used for years. 

When the necessity arose for quic* 
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Allen referred to ' 
Allen, of Clover LI 
lmandiog officer of 
npany of West Virg 
Is, a hard fighting j 
ny of soldiers who 
much service to 
ody of regalar tree 
seemed a pity to 
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ia state guards, a hard 
efficient company of soldi ,fc r,R * nri 

■lerea fal.,« mWrVS IS 
Union as any body of rem.Ur 1 
Lb has always seemed a plu to m. 
Ghat the federal government did not 
recognize them as fighters, after the 
war. Ihey were not like the home 
guards of distant states. They were 
)n the firing lines. At that time, h 
was a toss up with young men whetl. 
er they would j jin the regulars or 
ohe state troops. I have known of 


young men who rode side by side a 
hundred miles to volunteer, and who 
discussed the merits of the respective 


>ervices as they rode along, and one 
joined up with the regular army and 
oas drawn remuneration ever sit e? 
The state troops were not rewarded 
Captain I. W. Allen was a tal 
broad shouldered man with an eaglt 
eye and hooked nose, and he had the 
espect of the soldiers who served 
under him because he was cool aiu 

it - .« M «* ho rot 1 raw 1 
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nunuren miles to ««r.r . y * u, e » 

discusse.1 the merits of‘n^’ and who 
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a « «‘oy rode iTodk Vnd on. 
i uL-111. «.i_ . J » ana one 


a d .wn W Ul M,e *«uJm arm, and 

rife su 7 e trnn mUneraUOn 6Ver 4| > C : 

Gwtfn T S Were n0t rew »rded 
Captain I. W. Allen was a ta: 

° r ° ad shoulder ed man with an eaglt 

e>e and hooked nose, and he had the 

espect of the soldiers who served 

under him because he was cool and 

courageous. After the war he retired 

to a small farm on Clover Creek 

mountain which he worked himself 

with no more help than h?s sons gave 

him as they crew old enough to farm 

tt was the kind of farm where most 

of the corn was ra sed with a hoe and 

nusked and carried into the crib. 1 

taught my fi. r sb school in h*s sub 

listrict. It seems to me that he was 

one of the trustees. 

I would go over to his house to 

spend the the night. I slept on one 

feather bed and under another. We 

had bear meat for supper. lie was 

ike a good many other soldiers, very 



, , no more help th»n iila •nn. '* ' 
him as thev urew old on , s ! ns K 4Vf 
[t was the kind r eoou Kh to farm 

of the c n r ‘ rm wliere "'*■ 

ine earn was ra sed with a hoe and 

dusked and carried into the crib. I 
iistrict scljocl ln h«s sub 

1 J w ° u!d g0 over his house to 
spend the the night. I slept on one 
■ eatiier bed and under another. We 
aad bear meat for supper. He was 
ike a good many other soldiers, very 
item and solemn. He would talk a 
f SflMOT de&l about the war, 

I remember one time X was \n i 
Charleston in a room in the hotel all 
fluttered up with statesmen and 
)ther prominent West Virginians 
who were engaged in the national 


srame of holding hands. The old 
Aptian was down there at the same 
time looking after some legislation 
de was a very striking example of 
he mountaineer with his bold and 
mterriiied lnnir i<io a*»u i^ui/ his 
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glanced up and said: “Here’s Oj 
Man Remorst! ’ 

In the above paragraph l do n< 
ase the word unbeliever in a hi 
sense. I mean those who pay to s 
what his opponent holds in the wa 
of a hand. After giving up the hur. 
for Extra Billy Smith, Owens mad 
nis headquarters at Huntersville 
Be reported that two families onl 
ived there A month before no on 
>lved at that placa. This count} wa 
s i overrun with armies during th 
civil war, tl at not a soul lived at tb 
lounty seat for several years I thin 1 
-hat must be a record of desolatioi 
for the Civil War for the whole Soutl 

This edges me cff of the Hunters 
I v dle road. It has been my stamping 
ground for more than four menti s 
1 have seen Knapps Creek comt 
tumbling down between tin winter 
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.n my time. Captain Ans >n Mat field, 
of the confederate service. Captain 
A) e i was looking for me and when 
ue came to the right room lie opene I 
,be door and holding It part open, 
peered around at the unbelievers It 
was a striking sight. Senator Kidd 
glanced up and said: “Here’s Old 
Man Remorse! ’ 

Id the above paragraph l do not 
use the word unbeliever in a bad 
sense. I mean those who pay to ste 
what bis opponent holds in the way 
of a hand. After giving up the hunt 
for Extra Billy Smith, Owens made 
nis headquarters at Huntersville 
lie reported that two families only 
ived there A month before no one 
'ivtd at that placj. This county was 
s i overrun with armies during the 
civil war, tl at not a soul lived at the 
jounty seat for several years I think 
hat must be a record of desolation 
for the Civil War for the whole South 

Tills edges me cif of the Hunters 
ville road, lb lias been my stamping 
ground for more than four months. 
1 have seen Knapps Creek come 
tumbling down between fin winter 




killed hills in tit its meed* Iu.e 

p the found many wonderful and be* :• ; 

[ that- fossils of prehistoric life eng'* ! 

rere in the solid rocs. And I have enj.jed 
horse the driving storms that swee 
5 were narrow valley and caused the car to 

howl and falter from their 
That country is fall of relics 
sea that has been pushed back ; 
thit few mountain people ever * 
seen it. To be able to gatl « 
ehs within a Tew minutes of xv 
has proved a never fading 
of interest to me If we ci:i- 
MPown and hear the gre\ * 
^png to the shore, we can \isit 
that It was the other da;; 
^Hfl^Hbear 
« e!| ow voice. 






decided to give up the 
3itli. He reported that 
cahontas c uuty were in 
There was no horse 
g on. The citizens were 
1 and quiet. Returning 
iately went to work and 
iemselves with propriety 
minently right in that 
In my grandfather’s 
were five surviving sons 
i involved in the War of 
1 and they had more 
and were apprehensive 
nent and prosecution, 
eiceful and not attract 
i attention than they 

d and took the follow 
ent property: Thirteen 
iule, seven a 'dl s and 
leven r fles. 

y bitter about one thing 
day ahead of him rode a 
West Virginia State 
a Captain Allen, who 
chlng for government 
the result was that the 
been warned had con 
ihmg pretty much that 
be United States. He 

O.ta flanhatn Allfifl 



fossils of prehistoric life engra ! 1 

the solid rocK. And I have enj w : 
the driving storms that sweep tha* 
narrow valley and. caused the car i 
howl and falter from their force. 

That country Is full of relics of the 
sea that has been pushed back so far 
that few mountain people ever have 
seen it. To be able to gather sea 
shells within a few minutes of my 
home has proved a never fading 
source of interest to me If we can¬ 
not go down and hear the greybeard 
sea talking to the shore, we can visit 
the place that it was the other day. 
even if we cannot hear its surfy, 
slow, dtep, mellow voice. 
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